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as a prince of promise. But this did not last long.
In the tradition of royal splendour that had grown
up in the palace at Vijayanagar, personal service
to a prince was done mostly by young women.
The great king Krishna Deva Raya was a man of
taste and had widened this tradition, and the
lesser kings that succeeded continued it. When
Vijayanagar was prosperous it was natural that a
large number of pleasure-givers should seek its
patronage. Though the number of such people
was less in Penukonda than in Vijayanagar, there,
still was a fairly good number of them coming
from north and south. These included singers,
musicians, dancers and women of pleasure. They
came every year, mostly for the more important
festivals, and occasionally in between. So far as
the festivities were concerned, the prince or the
governor of a province kept up a show much
like that of the king himself. He was not
hindered in his expense so long as he kept
within the limits of the income derived from
his area. The Yuvaraja at Penukonda could
therefore make gifts to scholars and artists, support
poets and establish charities. To dancers and
singers coming to the festivities, the Yuvaraja, as
a patron of art, would give considerable presents,
seeing their dances or hearing their music.